PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT. 

I  875. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

ON 

THE  HEALTH 

OF  THE 

WHITWORTH  URBAN  DISTRICT 

DUR1T4C  1900. 


— BY — 

ALEXANDER  WELSH,  M.D.,  Whitworth, 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH, 


flffihitfoortb  : 

0  U 

HOWARD,  PRINTER  AND  STATIONER,  MARKET  STREET. 


i  he  Health  Co/vmttee 

Consists  of  the  following  Members  : 

Chairman — ]VJR.  JOSEPH  RUDMAN. 

Messrs.  WILLIAM  LAW, 

B.  F.  STUTTARD, 

RICHARD  NUTTALL, 

JAMES  WILKINSON, 
RICHARD  JACKSON, 

THOMAS  SMITHSON, 
WILLIAM  MYCOCK, 


H.  WHITWORTH. 


WHITWORTH  URBAN  DISTRICT. 


MEDICAL  OFFICER'S  ANNUAL  REPORT 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1900. 


Gentlemen  : 

I  hive  the  honour  bo  submit  to  your  consideration 
the  Annual  Health  Report  of  the  Whitworth  Urban 
District,  according  to  instructions  received  from  the 
Local  Government  Board. 

By  Section  14  of  the  duties  of  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health,  as  defined  by  the  general  order  of  the  Local 
Government  Board,  it  is  stated  that  the  annual  report  of 
suph  officer  shall  comprise  : 

1st.  A  summary  of  action  taken  during  the  year 
for  preventing  the  spread  of  disease. 

2nd.  An  account  of  the  sanitary  state  of  the  district 
generally,  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

3rd.  An  account  of  the  enquiries  made  by  such 
officer,  as  to  conditions  injurious  to  health  existing  in 
the  district,  and  of  the  proceedings  relating  to  such 
conditions,  in  which  he  has  taken  part,  or  advised,  under 
the  Public  Health  Act  1875. 
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4tli.  An  account  of  the  supervision  exercised  by 
him,  or,  on  his  advice,  over  places  and  houses  which  the 
sanitary  authority  have  power  to  regulate,  together  with 
the  action,  if  any,  taken  in  regard  to  offensive  trades,  to 
factories  and  to  workshops. 

5th.  Tabulated  statement  of  the  sickness  and  mor¬ 
tality  within  the  district,  classified  according  to  diseases, 
ages,  and  localities. 

The  area  of  the  Whitworth  Urban  District  is 
6,200  acres. 

The  estimated  population  for  the  year  is  10,150. 


BIRTHS. 


During  the  year  253  births  were  registered,  viz., 
Males  118,  Females  135,  total  253,  giving  a  birth  rate  of 


per  1000. 

The  rate  foi 

previous  years 

being 

1890 . 

....21*0 

1895 . 

.20  -4 

1891 . 

....25-2 

1896 . 

.21*5 

1892 . 

....23.0 

1897 . 

.22-7 

1893 . 

....24-1 

1898 . 

.24-2 

1894 . 

....23-3 

1899 . 

.22-8 

1900 . 2*1  -9 


The  natural  increase  of  the  population  by  excess  of 
births  over  deaths  is  53. 


DEATHS. 


During  the  year  200  deaths  were  registered,  viz., 
Males  102.  Females  98,  total  200,  giving  a  death  rate  of 
19  ’6  per  1000.  The  following  table  gives  the  ages  at 
which  death  occurred  : — 

Under  1  year  . 

One  and  under  5  years . 

Five  and  under  15  years . 

Fifteen  and  under  25  years . 

Twenty-five  and  under  65  years 
Sixty -five  and  upwards  . 


200  200 


The  death  rate  for  preceding  years  being  as  under 


1890. 

. 16-0 

1895 . 

.18-4 

1891. 

. 26-7 

1896 . 

.18-0 

1892. 

. 16-7 

1897 . 

.16-7 

1893. 

. 18  T 

1898 . 

.16-9 

1894. 

. 14-3 

1899 . 

.17-4 

1900.... 

. 19*6 

INFANTILE 

MORTALITY. 

Bv  this 

is  meant  the  proportion  of  deaths  of  infants 

nder  one  year  to  the  births 

registered,  and 

is  expressed 

as  being  so  many  per  1000  births. 

During  the  year  44  deaths  under  one  year  were 
registered,  an  increase  of  14  on  the  previous  year,  giving 
an  infantile  mortality  of  173 '9  per  1000  births. 

The  deaths  registered  at  One  year  and  under  Five 
years  also  show  an  increase  of  11  on  the  previous  year, 
viz.  21. 


65 


135 


Considering  that  Measles,  Scarlatina,  and  Whooping 
Cough  were  prevalent  during  the  year,  the  increase 
cannot  be  regarded  as  serious.  The  following  table 
shows  the  number  of  deaths  under  one  year  for  previous 
vears  : — 

J 


1890.... 

....37 

1895.... 

....37 

1891.... 

....59 

1896.... 

....39 

1892.... 

....34 

1897.... 

....48 

1893.... 

. 42 

1898.... 

. 30 

1894.... 

....29 

1899.... 

....30 

1900 . 44 

ZYMOTIC  DEATH  RATE. 

The  Zymotic  death  rate  is  one  that  varies  very  much 
and  taken  as  an  expression  of  the  sanitary  condition  of  a 
district  may  be  misleading  and  unreliable. 

The  rate  for  the  year  being  1-8  per  1000. 


The  Zymotic  rate  for  previous  years  being  : — 


1890... 

. 0-6 

1895 . 

.1-4 

1891... 

. 3-07 

1896 . 

.2-2 

1892... 

. 1-2 

1897 . 

.1-58 

1893... 

. 1-8 

1898 . 

.IT 

1894... 

. 0  51 

1899 . 

.0-5 

1900.... 

. 1-8 

CAUSES  OF 

MORTALITY. 

Measles  5 

;  Scarlatina  1 

;  Diphtheria  0  ; 

Whoop 

Cough  6  ;  Typhoid  0  ;  Diarrhoea  7  ;  Puerperal  0  ; 
Phthisis  13  ;  Broncho-Pneumonia  48  ;  Heart  Disease  11; 
Erysipelas  1  ;  Iniurv  1  ;  Rheumatic  Fever  3  :  Unclassified 
104  ;  Total  200. 
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MEASLES. 

This  disease  was  again  prevalent  during  the  last 
quarter  of  1900,  but  not  being  notifiable  we  have  no 
means  of  estimating  the  amount  of  sickness  in  the 
district.  The  rapid  spread  of  Measles  is  due  to  its  well 
known  infectiveness  in  the  pre-eruptive  stage.  Infantile 
diseases  generally  seem  to  be  most  prevalent  after  the 
time  of  the  Wakes  when  a  great  deal  of  neighbourly 
visiting  is  done  ;  other  eontributary  causes  to  the  spread 
of  the  disease  are  the  anxiety  to  get  the  children  back  to 
school  as  quickly  as  possible  after  an  illness,  the  system 
of  prize  giving  at  day  and  Sunday  schools  for  the  greatest 
number  of  attendances.  The  latter  may  be  considered 
as  the  most  objectionable,  dangerous,  and  mischievous 
of  any  factor  in  the  spread  of  infantile  diseases. 

To  remedy  these  evils  I  would  suggest  that  any  child 
which  has  been  exposed  to  infection  should  not  be  re¬ 
admitted  to  school  without  the  production  of  a  doctor’s 
certificate  ;  local  authorities  should  have  compulsory 
powers  to  close  Sunday  schools  as  well  as  elementary 
schools ;  a  thorough  system  of  disinfection  should  be 
adopted ;  and  prize  giving  for  attendances  should  be 
abolished. 

Owing  to  the  prevalence  of  the  disease,  power  was 
asked  to  close  Llovd  Street  schools  for  a  period  of  three 
weeks. 

Five  deaths  have  been  registered  during  the  year,  3 
in  Facit  Ward,  and  2  in  Shawforth  Ward. 

All  the  deaths  were  under  five  years. 

SCARLATINA. 

30  cases  have  been  notified  during  the  year  1900  ; 
33  cases  having  been  notified  for  1899.  One  death  has 
been  registered  as  having  taken  place  in  Shawforth  Ward. 


/ 
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WHOOPING  COUGH, 

Like  Measles  ceased  to  be  notifiable  in  1893.  Six  deaths 
have  been  registered  :  One  in  Healey  ;  One  in  Whitworth; 
Two  in  Facit ;  and  Two  in  Shawforth,  all  under  Five 
years.  It  is  exceedingly  difficult  to  explain  the  occurrence 
of  so  many  deaths  from  this  disease,  for  there  is  an  entire 
absence  of  any  evidence  to  show  that  it  had  been  preva¬ 
lent  to  any  serious  extent.  The  large  number  of  deaths 
from  this  disease  has  also  obviously  Fielped  to  increase 
the  rate  of  infantile  mortality  for  the  year. 

CROUP  AND  DIPHTHERIA. 

It  is  always  a  source  of  considerable  satisfaction  to 
be  able  to  report  the  absence  of  these  two  diseases. 

TYPHOID  OR  ENTERIC  FEVER. 


Three  cases  have  been  reported  of  this  disease  ;  one, 
well  marked,  in  April,  in  Facit  Ward  ;  one,  notified  as 
enteric  at  Shawforth,  in  June  ;  and  one  in  Healey  Ward 
in  December.  No  death  has  been  registered. 

There  is  always  great  difficulty  in  ascertaining  the 
exact  cause,  or  source  of  infection  in  this  disease.  In  the 
above  cases  however  we  may  exclude  the  chief  and 
usually  assigned  causes,  viz.  :  the  presence  of  a  living 
organism  in  the  milk  or  the  water. 

DIARRHOEA. 

There  is  again  an  increase  in  the  number  of  deaths 
from  Diarrhoea,  viz. ,  7  ;  one,  in  Healey,  over  five  years ; 
one,  in  Whitworth,  over  five ;  one,  in  Facit,  under  five  ; 
three,  in  Shawforth,  under  five,  and  one  over  five. 
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ERYSIPELAS. 

Twelve  cases  have  been  notified  for  the  year  and 
this  compares  favourably  with  the  two  previous  years, 
1898  and  1899,  viz.,  33  and  16  respectively. 

One  death  has  been  registered.  The  notification  of 
Erysipelas  is  of  doubtful  utility  in  the  interest  of  public 
health. 


PUERPERAL  FEVER. 

One  doubtful  case  has  been  notified,  but  did  not 
terminate  fatally. 

PHTHISIS. 

Thirteen  deaths  have  been  registered  from  Phthisis 


during  the  year  : 

Healey  Ward . 1 

Whitworth  Ward  . 8 

Eacit  Ward  . 3 

Shawforth  Ward  . 1 


13 

Phthisis  is  now  considered  to  be  a  disease  commu¬ 
nicable  like  other  infectious  diseases,  and  is  caused  by  a 
living  organism  that  produces  a  poison  which  breaks  down 
and  kills  the  tissues  in  which  it  finds  its  home.  This 
poison  comes  from  without.  It  may  come  in  milk  or 
other  food,  and  it  comes  from  the  spit  of  diseased  patients 
drying  and  passing  into  the  air  in  the  form  of  dust. 

The  due  appreciation  of  these  truths  by  the  public 
may  tend  in  the  future  to  diminish  the  number  of  cases 

V 

occurring  so  frequently  amongst  the  people  living  under 
insanitary  circumstances  favourable  to  the  development 
of  the  bacillus  or  poison. 
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PNEUMONIA  AND  BRONCHITIS. 


Forty-eight  deaths  have  been  registered  during  1900, 
a  decrease  of  6  on  the  previous  year. 


Healey  Ward  . 9 

Whitworth  Ward  . 16 

Facit  Ward . 10 

Shawforth  Ward . .13 


48 


The  following  table  gives  the  number  of  deaths  since 
the  year  1890  : 


1890.... 

....40 

1895 . 

....45 

1891.... 

....95 

1896.... 

....37 

1892.... 

....40 

1897.... 

....45 

1893.... 

. 43 

1898.... 

. 35 

1894.... 

. 35 

1899.... 

. 54 

1900.. 

. 48 

HEART 

DISEASE. 

Eleven  deaths,  a  decrease  of  2  on  the  previous  year, 
have  been  registered  : 


Healey  Ward . 2 

Whitworth  Ward  . 2 

Facit  Ward  . 6 

Shawforth  Ward  . 1 
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The  following  table  gives  the  number  of  deaths  since 
the  year  1890  : 


1890,. 

. 12 

1895 . 

..11 

1891.. 

.  8 

1896 . 

..  7 

1892.. 

.  8 

1897 . 

..13 

1893.. 

.  7 

1898 . 

..14 

1894.. 

.  5 

1899 . 

...13 

1900.. 

. 11 

SYSTEMATIC 

INSPECTION. 

General  and  special  inspection  of  the  district  is  car¬ 
ried  out  and  reported  to  the  Sanitary  Authority  for  their 
consideration  from  time  to  time. 

Notifications  of  infectious  disease  receive  the  special 
attention  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


SEWAGE  DISPOSAL. 


Excreta  is  still  removed  on  “  The  Pail  System.  ”  The 
Water  Carriage  System,  however,  is  being  adopted  where 
convenient. 

Active  measures  are  now  being  taken  to  improve  the 
quality  of  the  effluent  at  the  Outfall  Works,  and  we  con¬ 
tinue  to  receive  favourable  reports  from  the  County 
Council  Inspector. 
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HOSPITAL  ACCOMMODATION. 

It  has  not  been  necessary  to  make  use  of  the  tempor¬ 
ary  hospital  during  the  year  1900. 

COW  SHEDS  AND  DAIRIES. 

These  have  also  been  periodically  inspected  and  may 
he  considered  satisfactory. 


SLAUGHTER  HOUSES 

Are  private — they  are  plentifully  supplied  with  water,  and 
are  also  thoroughly  well  cleansed. 

WATER  SUPPLY 

Is  also  good,  and  supplied  partly  from  private  wells,  also 
from  the  Rochdale  Waterworks.  The  latter  supply  I  am 
pleased  to  notice  is  on  tire  increase. 

ANALYSIS. 


It  has  not  been  necessary  to  undertake  any  analysis 
during  the  year. 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 


ALEXANDER  WELSH.  M.D. 


Sanitary  Inspector's  Report, 

Year  ending  December  31st,  1900. 


Gentlemen  : 

it  again  affords  me  pleasure  in  submitting  for  your 
perusal  my  review  of  the  year’s  work  in  this  department, 
and  before  proceeding  into  detail  of  the  work  I  beg  to 
acknowledge  the  courtesy,  kindness,  and  general  assist¬ 
ance  shown  me  by  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Health  Committee  in  this  important  wrork. 

The  Committee  have  adopted  schemes  for  receiving 
and  disposing  of  the  Nightsoil  at  Leavengreave  and 
Tonacliffe,  which  it  is  hoped  when  carried  out,  will 
remove  a  most  disagreeable  nuisance,  creating  an  health 
endangering  nuisance,  viz. :  the  tipping  of  excreta  on  open 
land,  or  partially  covered  with  dry  refuse,  at  or  near 
dwelling  houses.  Although  fewer  complaints  have  been 
received  under  this  head  during  the  year,  it  is  still  most 
necessary  and  urgent. 

I  am  led  to  hope  that  the  Inspectors  of  the  Local 
Government  Board  also  see  the  urgent  necessity  of  the 
works  and  will  thus  hasten  the  granting  of  borrowing 
powers  and  enable  the  Committee  to  carry  out  their 
desire. 

LODGING  HOUSES. 

These  have  been  regularly  inspected  during  the  year, 
but  improvements  are  still  necessary,  one  step  in  the 
right  direction  would  be  the  carrying  out  my  recom¬ 
mendations  of  last  year,  viz.  :  Bye-laws  made  under 
Section  90,  as  to  IToases  let  in  Lodging,  and  also  im¬ 
proved  common  lodging-house  Bye-laws. 
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DRAINAGE. 

The  carrying  out  of  Private  House  connections  has 
proceeded  apace,  and  I  estimate  fully  250  houses  have 
been  taken  in  hand  during  the  year. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  different  heads  under 
which  actions  have  been  taken  during  the  year  : 

230  Houses  have  been  examined. 

35  New  pail  closets  have  been  erected. 

33  Complaints  of  ordinary  nuisances  have  been 
received. 

34  Notice  to  abate  nuisance  have  been  posted. 

25  Letters  with  regards  to  nuisances  or  drawing 
owners  or  occupiers  attention  to  same. 

I  again  beg  to  thank  the  Committee  and  Council  for 
affording  me  facilities  to  attend  the  Health  Congress  at 
Aberdeen,  which  was  a  valuable  help  to  all  who  attended, 
and  especially  those  interested  in  promoting  Public 
Health. 


Your  obedient  Servant, 


T.  BIKER, 

Asst.  Sanitary  Inspector. 


TABLE  I 


WH  IT  WORTH  URBAN  D  I  STRICT. 

t 


For  Whole  District. 


Population 
estimated  to 
Middle  of  each 
Year. 

Births. 

Deaths  under  J 
One  Year  of  Age. 

Deaths 

Ages. 

AT  all 
Total. 

Deaths 

in 

Public 

Institu¬ 

tions. 

Deaths  of 
i  Non- 

Deaths 

of 

i 

Deaths  at  all  Ages 
Nftt. 

- 

Year. 

Number. 

Rate.* 

Number. 

Rate  per 
1,000 
Births. 

Number. 

Rate.* 

1  residents 
-registered 
-  in 

District. 

Residents 

registered 

beyond 

District. 

1 

1  Number. 

i 

Rate.* 

registered 

\ 

j 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

1890. 

11,500 

242 

21-0 

37 

11-1 

184 

16-0 

1891. 

9,766 

247 

25-2 

59 

238 

261 

26-7 

1892. 

9,766 

225 

23-0 

34 

151 

164 

16-7 

1893. 

9,766 

236 

24-1 

42 

177-9 

177 

18-1 

1894. 

9,766 

228 

23-3 

29 

127-1 

140 

14-3 

1895. 

1 - 

10,100 

207 

20-4 

37 

178-7 

186 

18-4 

1896. 

10,100 

218 

21-5 

39 

178-8 

182 

18-0 

1897. 

10,100 

230 

22-7 

48 

208-6 

179 

16-7 

1898. 

10,100 

245 

24-2 

30 

122-4 

171 

16-7 

1899. 

10,150 

232 

22-8 

30 

129-3 

177 

17-4 

Averages 
for  years 

10,111-4 

231 

22-8 

38-5 

162-2 

182-1 

17-9 

1890-1899 

1900. 

10,150 

253 

24-9 

44 

173-9 

200 

19-6 

« 

* 

* 

*  Rates  calculated  per  1,000  of  estimated  population. 


Area  of  District  in  acres,  6,200. 


Total  population  at  all  ages,  9,766,  (Census  of  1891.) 


TABLE  II 


WE  IT  W( )  SIT II  UR  I  SAINT  DISTRICT. 


t 

- — - — - 

Names  of 
Localities. 

*  HEALEY  WARD  J 

*  WHITWORTH  WARD 

*  FACIT  WARD. 

*  SHAWFORTH  WARD 

Year. 

Population  esti¬ 
mated  to  middle 
of  each  Year. 

Births  regis¬ 
tered. 

- - - 

Deaths  at  all 
Ages. 

Deaths  under 

1  year. 

Population  esti¬ 

mated  to  middle 
of  each  Year. 

Births  regis¬ 

tered. 

Deaths  at  all 

Ages. 

Deaths  under 

1  year. 

Population  esti¬ 

mated  to  middle 
cf  each  Year. 

1 

•H 

b£> 

<D  -J 

g  8 

PQ 

- - _  1 

Deaths  at  all 

Ages. 

Deaths  under 

1  year. 

Population  esti¬ 

mated  to  middle 
of  each  Year. 

Births  regis¬ 

tered. 

Deaths  at  all 

Ages. 

Deaths  under 

1  year. 

1890  ... 

1891  ... 

1892  ... 

1893  ... 

1894  ... 

1895  ... 

1896  ... 

I 

> 

1897  ... 

1898  ... 

• 

» 

l 

1899  ... 

i 

Averages  A 
of  Years  / 
1890  tof 
1899.  ; 

1900  ... 

1 

*  Population  of  each  Ward  cannot  be  ascertained. 


TABLE  III. 


WHITWORTH  URBAN  DISTRICT. 

Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified,  during  the  Year  1900. 


Notifiable  Disease. 

Cases  notified  in  Whole  District. 

Total  Cases  notified 
in  each  Locality. 

No.  of  Cases  removed 
to  Hospital  from  each 
Locality. 

At  all 
Ages. 

At  Ages — Years. 

Healey. 

Whitworth 

Facit 

Shawforth 

Healey 

Whitworth 

Facit 

Shawforth 

Under 

1 

1  to  5  5  to  15  15to25 

1 

25  to  65 

65  and 
up¬ 
wards 

Small-pox 

1 

1 

ji 

J 

1 

Cholera...  ...  ... 

<V 

1 

S 

j 

1 

Diphtheria 

w  J 

o 

O 

Membranous  croup 

* 

Erysipelas 

12 

1 

5 

4 

2 

Scarlet  fever 

30 

3 

7 

4 

16 

Typhus  fever  ... 

1 

1 

Enteric  fever  ... 

3 

1 

1 

1 

Relapsing  fever... 

■ 

Continued  fever 

' 

Puerperal  fever 

1 

1 

Plague  ... 

Totals 

46 

4 

13 

10 

j 

1 

19  ! 

TABLE  IV 


W  H  IT  WO  RT  H  U  R1 UN  1 )  1ST  R ICT. 

Causes  of,  and  Ages  at,  Death  during  Year  1900. 


Causes  of  Death. 

Deaths  in  whole  District  at  subjoin  Ages. 

Deaths  in  Localities 
(at  all  Ages. 

Deaths 

in 

Public 

Institu¬ 

tions. 

All  l 

ages. 

Jnder 

1 

1  and 
under 

5 

5  and 
under 
15 

15  and 
under 
25 

25  and 
under 
65 

65  and 
up¬ 
wards 

o> 

i-H 

1  - 

C 

1  H 

Whit¬ 

worth 

-p 

•  rH 

o 

Eli 

rQ 

-P 

O 

£ 

rP 

rfj 

Small-pox 

Measles 

•  •  • 

5 

4 

1 

3 

2 

Scarlet  fever 

*  •  « 

1 

1 

1 

— 

Whooping-cough 

. . . 

6 

3 

3 

1 

1 

2 

2 

Diptheria  and  membra¬ 
nous  croup 

Croup 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

•  •  • 

r  Typhus 

Fever  < 

'  Enteric 

•  •  • 

i 

^  Other  continued 

* 

i 

Epidemic  Influenza 

♦ 

Cholera  ... 

•  •  • 

Plague  ... 

•  • 

Diarrhoea 

•  • 

7 

4 

3 

1 

1 

1 

4 

Enteritis 

•  • 

2 

2 

1 

1 

• 

Puerperal  fever 

•  • 

[  Erysipelas 

•  • 

1 

1 

1 

I  Other  septic  diseases  ... 

I  Phthisis... 

•  •  • 

13 

1 

7 

5 

1 

8 

3 

1 

Other  tubercular 
seases 

di- 

7 

2 

3 

1 

1 

1 

2 

2 

2 

Cancer,  malignant  di¬ 
sease 

8 

5 

3 

3 

1 

4 

Bronchitis 

•  •  • 

24 

1 

4 

12 

7 

) 

Pneumonia 

•  •  • 

22 

5 

4 

9 

4 

>  9 

16 

10 

13 

Pleurisy 

•  •  • 

2 

1 

1 

s 

Other  diseases  of 
piratory  organs 

Res- 

1 

- ; - 

1 

1 

Alcoholism 
Cirrhosis  of  liver 

... 

Venereal  diseases 

•  •  • 

|  Premature  birth 

•  •  • 

5 

5 

1 

2 

2 

Diseases  and  accidents 
i  of  parturition 

Heart  disease  ... 

•  •  • 

11 

1 

1 

5 

4 

o 

o 

6 

1 

Accidents 

•  •  • 

J. 

1 

i 

Suicides... 

t  •  • 

1 

1 

1 

All  other  causes 

•  •  • 

83 

13 

33 

17 

20 

All  causes  ... 
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